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hapter to help the ministry of the moment in its effort to co-
__1   operate with the federal Government in recruiting for
war purposes. It is significant that, though the Imperial
Parliament in 1916 extended at the request of Canada
the duration of Parliament for a year, the existence of
strong dissent in the country prevented any request
for an extension being brought forward in 1917. There
was also in 1932 in New Zealand strenuous opposition
because the Government in its efforts to economise
decided to extend the life of the existing Parliament by
one year. Yet clearly in such a case the Governor-
General could not wisely refuse to aid by assenting to
the bill.
Constitutional changes necessarily raise difficulties.
Can a Governor assent to action which alters the con-
stitution if there is no very clear mandate from the
electorate? In 1892 a ruling of the Secretary of State
approved the addition to the upper house of New
Zealand of extra members to strengthen the position
of the new Liberal Government in that house. Though
the upper house was hardly swamped, the precedent
was adduced successfully to secure a number of addi-
tions to the New South Wales upper house by Admiral
de Chair and Sir P. Game.1 Reluctance to go as far as
was desired by the State Premier, Mr. Lang, in both
these cases led to embittered attacks from the Premier's
party, while, on the other hand, the opposition held
that the Governor had neglected an obvious duty to
maintain the upper house as a serious legislative instru-
ment. There can.be no question of the excessive num-
ber of appointments, which rendered the upper house
more numerous than the lower. The added members,
1 Keith, Journ. Comp. Leg. xiii. 255-7.